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“One af the exz‘mom’mary
unden‘a,ézngs of our times.”

— Smithsonian Magazine

A

COVER: Creation, Donald Jackson, Copyright 2003, The Saint Johns Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA. ABOVE: Donald Jackson, Master Calligrapher and Artistic Director of
The Saint John’s Bible.
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The Saint Johns Bible

THE DREAM

From childhood, Donald Jackson dreamed of creating a handwritten, illuminated Bible like
the ones he saw at the British Library. Entering art school at 13, he became an internationally
renowned calligrapher and official scribe to Queen Elizabeth II. In 1995 he witnessed the
monks of Saint John’s Abbey and University processing with the Book of Gospels during
liturgy and proposed the Bible project. So it was that the artist and the monastic community
came together to do something not done since the invention of the printing press in the 15th
century: create a Bible in the manner of the early Benedictines who, in their scriptoriums,

produced and preserved some of the greatest texts of Western Civilization.

THEOLOGICAL RIGOR

The Committee on Illumination and Text (CIT), a group of art historians, medievalists, America’s
artists, biblical scholars and theologians convened at Saint John’s University, presented Book ojp Kells”

Donald Jackson with briefs and abstracts for the scripture illuminations. This group, under

the leadership of Fr. Michael Patella, OSB, acted as clients for the work, offering direction — Newsweek Magazine
and approving final sketches, as well as receiving the pages as each of the seven volumes was

completed. The Saint John’s Bible contains the text and notes of the New Revised Standard

Version (NRSV) translation. This translation was chosen because it is theologically sound and

approved by a large number of Christian denominations.

INSPIRING ART

An international team of calligraphers and artists created the 1,165-page manuscript and its
160 major illuminations. Each folio is two feet tall by three feet wide and will be bound into
seven volumes at the end of the exhibition phase of the project. The script was devised by
Donald Jackson to be readable, modern, and appropriately dignified for this sacred text. In
addition, he wanted a script with speed, flexibility—“juice”—in keeping with the living Word.

LIVING WORD

The Saint John’s Bible reflects Benedictine values, particularly highlighting three themes:
hospitality; conversion of life; and justice for God’s people. Additionally, gold leaf was used
liberally to represent the divine, silver/platinum to reflect the principle of wisdom, and
rainbows to show God’s promise in the vivid illuminations in the volumes Prophets and
Revelation. Inked stamps, textile patterns and other motifs carry themes across volumes.

A wide range of artistic styles, including iconography, abstraction, chrysography and

illustration, work together to expand our visual vocabulary for the sacred.

FOR NOW AND ALWAYS
The Saint Johns Bible is a Bible for the 21st century. Strands of DNA and magnified images

of viruses under the microscope are woven into illuminations. Satellite photos of the Ganges
river delta and photos from the Hubble telescope are used to depict creation. Images of
contemporary ecological destruction find their place alongside period images from celestial
charts and sculpted creatures that stood at the doors of ancient buildings in Babylon. The
imagery, like the text, is alive and constantly rewards the modern day seeker. And through
the Heritage Edition, the finest reproduction of The Saint John's Bible is within reach of

communities throughout the world.
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Experience The Saint John's Bible:
The Heritage Edition

The Saint Johns Bible is a singular achievement: the complete text of the Bible, written on calfskin
vellum using traditional tools and inks. As a work of sacred art, it ignites the spiritual imagination

of all those who view its pages. It stands alone.

However, the beauty, richness, and inspiration of 7he Saint John’s Bible are not limited to those able
to see the original pages in a museum setting. Because of the Heritage Edition, a masterpiece in
its own right, people around the world can experience The Saint John's Bible. These volumes can be

used in liturgies, by scholars, and in the daily life of a faith community.

Limited to 299 sets, the seven volumes of the Heritage Edition of The Saint John's Bible are true
to the scale, beauty, and artistic intent of the original manuscript. Let these magnificent volumes

inspire you and your community.

When we placed [the Heritage Edition] side-by-side on a table in Cambridge with the
great Bible of Bury St. Edmunds Abbey [c. 1135] and the even vaster Bible of Dover Priory
[c. 1160), it hardly seemed to be a facsimile at all but a living manuscript, as heavy and as

lovely to touch and feel as its medieval ancestors.

— Dr. Christopher De Hamel, Director of the Matthew Parker Library, Corpus Christi College, Cambridge
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THE MAKING OF A HERITAGE EDITION

It is not an exaggeration to say that the Heritage Edition would not
have been possible even when 7e Saint John's Bible project began in
1998. It was not until very recently that the quality of printing on
100% uncoated cotton paper necessary to providing this level of

quality was available.

The paper of the Heritage Edition is designed specifically for this
project. The weight and feel of the pages approximate that of the

vellum used in the original manuscript.

Donald Jackson directed the making of the Heritage Edition
throughout every process to assure its fidelity to the original.
The pages are printed using state-of-the-art offset lithographic
printing technology from Heidelberg Corporation. Mr. Jackson
approved every page before final printing. Correspondence to the
original is so important that even the “show-through” caused by
transparency in the vellum is captured on the pages of the
Heritage Edition.

After printing, gold and silver foils are applied using a series of
stamping and embossing processes. In places where results cannot
be achieved through mechanical means, Donald Jackson’s studio
manager, Sarah Harris, has hand treated the illuminations.

Therefore, no two Heritage Edition sets are identical.

The volumes are bound—by hand—in a single piece of Italian
calfskin leather and adorned with a solid silver clasp. Each head
band and tail band is hand sewn in Pakistan. Each volume is
numbered and initialed by Donald Jackson, and protected in a
burgundy clamshell box.
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Heritage Edition

PENTATEUCH | HISTORICAL BOOKS | WISDOM BOOKS | PSALMS | PROPHETS |
GOSPELS & ACTS | LETTERS & REVELATION
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VOLUME 1: Pentateuch

GENESIS | EXODUS | LEVITICUS | NUMBERS | DEUTERONOMY

: &

, & >
“We tend to read greedily and hastily, as we do so many
other things; this beautiful text shows us a better way.

This project not only revives the ancient tradition of the

church sponsoring creative arts, it also offers an insight into

]

that lost skill of patient and prayerful reading.’

— The Most Reverend Rowan Williams,
Former Archbishop of Canterbury

R —

Ten Commandments, Thomas Ingmire, Copyright 2002, The Saint John's Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA.
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voLume 2: Historical Books

JOSHUA | JUDGES | RUTH | 1SAMUEL | 2 SAMUEL | 1TKINGS | 2 KINGS | 1 CHRONICLES |
2 CHRONICLES | EZRA | NEHEMIA | TOoBIT | JUDITH | ESTHER | 1 MACCABEES | 2 MACCABEES

The Bible stands as testament to God's love for us; only that
Jforce could compel such amazing effort over so many years by
many talented people. For those of us who teach within the
Ignatian tradition, The Saint John’s Bible inspires moments

of reflection and discernment in our faculty and students.

— Dr. John Pauly, former provost at Marquette University

Elijah and the Fiery Chariot, Donald Jackson & Aidan Hart, Copyright 2010, The Saint Johns Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA.
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VOLUME 3: Psalms

BOOKI| | BOOKIl | BOOKIll | BOOKIV | BOOKV

V.
Tl

“The illuminations are not illustrations. They are spiritual

meditations on the text. It is a very Benedictine approach
to Scriptures.”

— Fr. Michael Patella, OSB, Chair, Committee on Illumination and Text

Psalms Frontispiece, Donald Jackson, Copyright 2004, The Saint John's Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA.
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VOLUME 4: Wisdom BOOkS

JOB | PROVERBS | ECCLESIASTES | THE SONG OF SOLOMON | THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON | SIRACH
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This is a work of art ...
a beautiful work of art ...

a work for eternity.

— His Holiness, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
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Ecclesiastes Frontispiece, Donald Jackson, Copyright 2006, The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA.
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VoL MiEE Prophets
IsalAH | JEREMIAH | BARUCH | EZEKIEL | DANIEL | HOSEA | JOEL — AMOS | OBADIAH — HAGGAI |

ZECHARIAH — MALACHI

The Beinecke Library and the Institute of Sacred Music
are pleased to help bring such an outstanding work to Yale.
The acquisition of The Saint John’s Bible will provide.an
opportunity for scholars, faculty, and students to compare
this modern edition with the Beinecke’s medieval
manuscripts and early printed Bibles.

— E.C. Shroeder, Director of the Beinecke Rare Book
and Manuscript Library, Yale University
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Valley of Dry Bones, Donald Jackson, Copyright 2005, The Saint John’s Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA.



12 | GH™MESAINT JOHNS BibLe

vorume 6: Gospels & Acts

MATTHEW | MARK | LUKE | JOHN | ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
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My experience with The Saint John’s Bible
was love at first sight. It radiates hope and
speaks to people of all faith journeys.”

— Tita Diepenbrock, Donor of The Saint John’s Bible
Heritage Edition to Santa Clara University

Gospecl of Matthew Frontispiece, Donald Jackson, Copyright 2002, The Saint John's Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA.
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voLume 7: Letters and Revelation

ROMANS | 1 CORINTHIANS | 2 CORINTHIANS | GALATIANS | EPHESIANS | PHILIPPIANS | COLOSSIANS |
1 THESSALONIANS | 2 THESSALONIANS | 1TTIMOTHY | 2 TIMOTHY | TITUS | PHILEMON | HEBREWS |
JAMES | 1PETER | 2 PETER | 1JOHN | 2 JOHN | 3 JOHN | JUDE | REVELATION

“The Bible 1s the calligraphic artist’s supreme challenge
(our Sistine Chapel), a daunting task.”

— Donald Jackson

rusalem, Donald Jackson, Copyright 2011, The Saint John's Bible, Saint John’s University, Minnesota USA.
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Igniting the Spiritual Imagination Around the World

[ : ~all
X RN
 Vaican Library il Vs Museumof
L e




@THGSAINT_J(DHN'SBlBLG | 15




Choose Life, Suzanne Moore, Copyright 2002, The Saint Johns Bible,
Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota, USA. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Jim Triggs
Executive Director, Heritage Program

The Saint John’s Bible

Saint John’s University

PO Box 7222

Wimmer Hall 302
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Phone: (320) 363-3209
Mobile: (952) 217-6517
Email: jtriggs@csbsju.edu

© 2014 Saint John’s University. All rights reserved. This material may not be reproduced,

displayed, or modified without the express prior written permission of the copyright holder.
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