
 

 
Diocesan Centre Diocésain   151, avenue de la Cathédrale   Winnipeg, MB, Canada   R2H 0H6  
204-237-9858   f: 204-231-8550   alegatt@archsaintboniface.ca 
www.archsaintboniface.ca 

 

 BUREAU DE L’ARCHEVÊQUE  OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

 ARCHEVÊCHÉ ARCHBISHOP’S HOUSE 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
DATE:  March 12, 2020  
 
TO:    Priests in active ministry, permanent deacons, parish life  
   directors, superiors of religious communities, parish secretaries 
 
FROM:   Most Reverend Albert LeGatt 
   Archbishop of Saint Boniface 
 
SUBJECT:  Pandemic Preparation Protocol 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear friends, 
 
In light of the current concerns about an increased risk of infection from the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19), and after having consulted Dr. Brent Roussin, the Chief 
Provincial Public Health Officer, I am sending you this Pandemic Preparation Protocol, 
which is effective immediately. 
 
In a desire to work closely with the Archdiocese of Winnipeg in this matter, the directive is 
for all practical intents and purposes the same directive that Archbishop Gagnon sent to 
all parishes on March 4, 2020 (Bishop Gagnon’s document can be found online at 
www.archwinnipeg.ca). 
 
Our two dioceses will work together, maintaining contact with the Chief Provincial Public 
Health Officer, consulting the Department of Health, Seniors and Healthy Living and 
monitoring the overall situation. The latest bulletin (# 7) from Manitoba Health (March 5, 
2020) indicates at present that Manitoba has no laboratory confirmed cases of COVID-19 
and that the overall risk to Manitobans remains low (www.gov.mb.ca/health). Should the 
Chief Provincial Public Health Officer determine that the risk has increased, it will be 
necessary for us to take more stringent measures. At that time we will send you a second 
more restrictive protocol. 
 
In the meantime, I ask all priests to implement immediately the directives set below, so as 
to have uniformity in our diocese. Please wait for any further directives from my office 
before taking any further action. 
 

http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/
http://www.gov.mb.ca/health
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Protocol I 
 

There are everyday activities that can reduce exposure to the virus and protect public 
health: 

 
- Washing your hands often with soap and water 
- Sneeze or cough into your sleeve 
- Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth 
- Staying home when you are sick 

 
As far as liturgical practices are concerned, at this time it is not deemed necessary to alter 
our current practices. Parishes are asked to ensure that those distributing Communion 
wash their hands or use a hand sanitizer before and after the distribution of Communion. 
 
Please continue to pray for those infected by the coronavirus. 
  
 
 
+Albert LeGatt 
Archbishop of Saint Boniface 

 


